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A. THE 1910 CHURCH; THE FOUNDERS, THEIR VISION, THE BUILDING. 

1. In the beginning........was a plot of land.........and a group of people with  a vision to set 

up a place of worship in Wightman Road , Hornsey. 

Although the railway (Great Northern) had come to Hornsey in 1852, the Gas Works 

to Hornsey Park Road in 1866, the Wightman Road area in 1880 was still farmland, 

the estate of just one big house, Harringay House.  There was no Wightman Road; 

Turnpike Lane was little more than a country path. Local Transport was by horse and 

cart.  

But rapid development started in 1882, and by 1899, just seventeen years, the one 

big house had been replaced by 2,416 terraced houses on the Harringay Ladder 

roads. It  was a quickly developing middle class suburb, being at the edge of the 

commuter belt, served by regular trains into London. Average life expectancy in 1900 

was just under 50 years (it�[s now around 78).                                                                    

1910 was a year of two elections (two hung parliaments!), two Kings (Edward VII, 

�'���}�Œ�P�����s�•�U�����v�����š�Á�}�����}�u���š�•���]�v���š�Z�����•�l�Ç�U���,���o�o���Ç�[�•�����v�����š�Z�����Z�����Ç�o�]�P�Z�š�[�����}�u���š�V��it was also 

the year the Girl Guides movement was founded. 

 

2. Before the current building, there had been a Church on the corner of Raleigh         

and  Wightman Roads �•�]�v�������š�Z�����í�ô�õ�ì�[�•�V��the work was started by Dr.J.W. Kirton, who 

was a gospel temperance lecturer and writer, in 1890, and a temporary building clad 

in galvanised iron was opened on 1st. January 1891; it was on the corner of 

Wightman and Raleigh Roads but on a much smaller plot than the current church, 

probably about 30 feet wide. Hornsey Tabernacle, Wightman Road, was registered 

for nondenominational worship in 1893.  From 1892 to 1902 William Durban was the 

pastor; followed by Leslie Morgan  from August 1905. 

�/�v���í�õ�ì�ï�U���]�š���Á���•���µ�•���������Ç���Z���]�•���]�‰�o���•���}�(�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�[���Á�]�š�Z�����v�����À���Œ���P�������š�š���v�����v�������}�v���}�v����
Sunday of 58 in the morning and 118 in the evening. 

 

3. There was clearly an intention to replace the temporary iron-clad building with a more 

substantial structure; the Trust Deed of 11 May 1904 shows that 15 persons agreed to  

erect  a Church and Sunday school building on the plot of land on which the   main 

church building  now stands. (Church Court Flats and the Church Hall were not added 

until 1970).          

Money was raised and additional land  purchased, and work on the new building 

started in the summer of 1910.  

 

4. The corner stones for the current [1911] building, show (1)   a stone laid by Leslie 

�D�}�Œ�P���v���š�Z�����š�Z���v���W���•�š�}�Œ�U���^�]�v���i�}�Ç�(�µ�o���Œ�����}�P�v�]�š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����P�Œ�}�Á�]�v�P���•pirit of ���Z�Œ�]�•�š�]���v���h�v�]�š�Ç�U�_                      



 (2)  by Mr. W. Durban, Minister from 1891 to 1901, in memory of Dr. Kirton the 

founder and first Minister of the Church. 

(3) At the front of the Church, to the left of the original main entrance porch,           

(now enclosed within the foyer),  a stone laid by  Mr. Coop on 18 August 1910. 

�~�ð�•�����Ç���D�Œ�X�����v�����D�Œ�•���d�Œ���Æ�o���Œ���^�š�}���š�Z�����,�}�v�}�µ�Œ�����v�����'�o�}�Œ�Ç���}�(���'�}���V�_���š�Z�������Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•���•�š�}�v���X 
 

5. On 18 August 1910 these corner-stones of the new church were laid at a special 

�•���Œ�À�]�����U���^�]�v���š�Z�����‰�Œ���•���v�������}�(�������o���Œ�P�������•�•���u���o�Ç�_���������}�Œ���]�v�P���š�}���š�Z�����,�}�Œ�v�•���Ç���:�}�µ�Œ�v���o���}�(   

19 August 1910. The total cost of the site was £1,150, and enough money had been 

raised (£1,318) to make a start on the building, with members of the congregation  

pledging regular amounts to pay for its completion. The contract price of the new 

building was £2,284. It was scheduled to be COMPLETED in FIVE MONTHS!!  And it 

was!!              

 

6. The official opening took place on 22 December 1910, just before Christmas. The total 

cost of the church, including the freehold and the fitting out and furnishings, was 

£3,800.  

 

The Hornsey Journal account of the opening ceremony of December 1910 gives the 

following detail of the design and layout of the building;- 

�^�š�Z�������µ�]�o���]�v�P���]�š�•���o�(���]�•���}�(���Ç���o�o�}�Á���•�š�}���l�����Œ�]���l�U���Á�]�š�Z���•�š�}�v�����š�Œ�]�u�u�]�v�P�•�U�����v�����]�•���}�(���µ�v�µ�•�µ���o��
character. The main part is a square �tdomed hall, about 38 feet by 40 feet. On three 

sides there are large recesses. Two of these will be partitioned off and divided by 

folding screens  into  three smaller classrooms each, but in such a manner that the 

space can readily be thrown into the main building. The third recess is devoted to 

the choir and organist. On the fourth side there is a huge partition of folding doors 

behind which are two rooms intended to be used  as a primary department for the 

Sunday school. The pulpit is situated in one of the corners of the square... behind the 

pulpit is the baptistry, -not yet completed- which will be lined with marble. There are 

three main entrances, and the building is chiefly lit by four large circular windows of 

Norman glass....Electric light is installed throughout, and the fittings are of 

handsome char�����š���Œ�U���š�Z�������}�u�(�}�Œ�š�����o�����‰���Á�•�������]�v�P���}�(���}���l�X�_���d�Z�����v���Á�•�‰���‰���Œ���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š��
notes that the original plan comes from America.       

 

7. So what was the motivation and vision of the founders of the Church of Christ, the 

�Z���]�•���]�‰�o���•���}�(�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�[���Á�Z�}�����µ�]�o�š the Hornsey Tabernacle in 1910?  

�^�t�����•�š�Œ�]�À�����š�}�����������Z�Œ�]�•�š�]���v�•���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���‰�Œ���(�]�Æ���}�Œ�����(�(�]�Æ�X���t�����µ�•�����}�v�o�Ç���v���u���•���Á�Z�]���Z�����Œ�����š�Z����
common property of all Christians and of all Christian Churches, rejecting all 

denominational titles as unnecessary and divisive; we regard denominationalism as 

contrary to the will of God; we look upon the prayer of our Lord for the union of his 

disciples as the thing of supreme moment for the effectual evangelisation of the 



world; as a basis for union we hold forth the New Testament Church as the ideal in 

faith, ordinances, and life�X�_������They sought a return to the simple practices of the 

Church as portrayed in the New Testament �t personal faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour, 

the baptism of the believer on the profession of that faith and the association of 

such be�o�]���À���Œ�•���µ�‰�}�v�������Á�����l�o�Ç�������o�����Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����>�}�Œ���[�•���^�µ�‰per. Their name reflected 

their concern for Christian unity. They regarded the denominational names as 

evidence and perpetuation of the divisions of Christendom, and therefore wished 

� ŝimply to be known as Christians and Churches of Christ, not because they claimed 

to be the only churches of Christ, but they do not wish to be known by any other 

name  than that �}�(���š�Z�����,���������}�(���š�Z�����Á�Z�}�o�������Z�µ�Œ���Z�X�_ 

 

8. These words would surely find an echo ���u�}�v�P�•�š���š�}�����Ç�[�•���Á�}�Œ�•�Z�]�‰�‰��rs at the Gospel 

Centre, for whom being part of a big denomination is unimportant compared to being 

known as followers of Christ, working together with others both within Haringey and 

further afield  who acknowledge Him as the Head of the Church,  sharing the same 

desire as the founders of the Hornsey Tabernacle to return to straightforward New 

Testament truth. 

 

9.   The Building of 1910 was, in form, a simple cube, with the edges of the cube parallel 

to     Wightman and Raleigh Roads, and the main entrance in the corner. Four single 

storey flat �t�Œ�}�}�(�������Z�Á�]�v�P�•�U�[���š�Z�����}�v�����(�Œ�}�v�š�]�v�P���t�]�P�Z�š�u���v���Z�}�������‰�Œ�}�À�]���]�v�P���•�����š�]�v�P���Á�]�š�Z�]�v��
the main body of the Church, the others providing classrooms and a choir stall, and 

toilets and kitchen at the rear. 

The features of interest in an otherwise plain and simple building include; the large 

high-�o���À���o�����]�Œ���µ�o���Œ���Á�]�v���}�Á�•�V���š�Z�����µ�•�����}�(�������Z�š�Z�]�v�[�����Œ�]���l���~�}�v�o�Ç���î�_���š�Z�]���l�����•���}�‰�‰�}�•�������š�}���š�Z����
�µ�•�µ���o���î���í�l�î�_�•���V���š�Z�����š�}�‰�‰�]�v�P���}�(���š�Z�����Œ�}�}�(�����Ç�������•�u���o�o�����}�u���U���v�}�Á���Œ���u�}�À�����V�����v���U���‰���Œ�Z���‰�•��
most striking, the colourful baptistry with its marble walls and mosaic tiling. 

Originally there were wooden pews in a semi-circular layout, ranging out from a 

semicircular two-stepped platform; the pews were removed around 1969 when the 

Church of Christ amalgamated with Harringay United Church and the pews went to 

the church in Green Lanes and were in use until around 2006.   

  

B. 1912 TO 1969 

            

10. In 1912 the building  was registered as Hornsey Church of Christ. 

We would love to know;  what the services were like in 1912; how long were the 

sermons; how did they dress; what the kids did in Sunday school; what did the choir 

sing; what was the effect of the First World War?  We have some  information for 

the use of the Church between 1912 and the �í�õ�ð�ì�[�•; in particular, courtesy of Lester 

Amann, some photos of inside and outside from 1929, and lists of Sunday services 

and preaching topics.   



From the information, the Church of Christ featured;- 

1. Both Sunday morning and evening services; regular communion on a weekly 

basis;  worship included a choir, organ, and sometimes soloists.  

2. Membership following Believers Baptism and simple confession of faith. Lay 

leadership with Elders and Deacons. Sometimes a Pastor or Senior Elder. 

3. Commitment to Evangelism and Christian mission; concern for Christian Unity. 

4. Interest in Foreign Missions; missionary meetings. 

5. �����^�µ�v�����Ç���^���Z�}�}�o���~�•�������‰�Z�}�š�}�•�V���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����í�õ�ï�ì�[�•���U���������}�Ç�•���'�µ�]�o���U�����v�����&���o�o�}�Á�•�Z�]�‰���}�(��
Youth. 

6. Involvement with other Churches of Christ in the London Area, and with the Bible 

College (Overdale College, Birmingham).   Regular visiting speakers from other 

churches.  Inter-Church concerts. Occasional joint communion with local 

churches. 

7. An Annual Church Anniversary, usually in April.       

            

�d�Á�}���‰���}�‰�o�����Á�Z�}�����š�š���v���������]�v���š�Z�����í�õ�í�ì�[�•�����•�����Z�]�o���Œ���v were Kathleen  Squire and her 

brother Durban; their father was the church organist. Their involvement in the 

development of the Church from the late sixties onward was to be very significant, 

and will be picked up later (see para 14 below). 

 

11. We have records of appointments of Trustees; some of the founding Trustees  such as 

Leslie Morgan, the Minister from 1905 onwards, and Joe Coop, handed over to a new 

group in June 1920; a new group of Trustees in January 1949 included just one 

continuing trustee, a Mr. James Butler who lived very close at No. 4 Raleigh  Road, and 

also Norman Amann and his father.  

 

It is interesting that the number of Trustees seems always to have been 12, 

�‰�Œ���•�µ�u�����o�Ç���Œ���(�o�����š�]�v�P���}�v���š�Z�����}�Œ�]�P�]�v�•���}�(���š�Z�������Z�µ�Œ���Z�����•���Z���]�•���]�‰�o���•���}�(�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�X�[ 

A fresh listing of Trustees on 26 February 1961 also included Norman Amann      

and his father; Norman Amann was Senior Elder of the church until its amalgamation 

with   Harringay United Church in 1969, and also church organist. 

 

12.   ���š�����š�Z�������v�����}�(���š�Z�����í�õ�ò�ì�[�•�U���š�Z����Members of the Church of Christ decided to      

amalgamate with the Harringay Congregational Church in Green Lanes                  

(corner of Allison Road), to form Harringay United Church, in 1969. The last service 

was held at the end of June 1969. Norman Amann became Assistant Minister at the 

new combined church. The church building at Wightman Road became vacant and 

on the market. 

 

 

 



C. 1970;   PURCHASE AND DEVELOPMENT BY THE U.A.F.C. 

 

13.  A short digression on United Apostolic Faith Church.   

The history of the United Apostolic Faith Church has been told elsewhere 

�~�‰���Œ�š�]���µ�o���Œ�o�Ç���]�v�����^�d�Z�����h�v�]�š���������‰�}�•�š�}�o�]�����&���]�š�Z�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���^�š�}�Œ�Ç�_�����Ç���W���Œ���Ç���:�X�����Œ�}�}�l�����~�í�õ�ô�ó�•�V��
and � T̂aking the Fire�_ (Ed; Peter Jenkins (2009)).       

The London Headquarters of the UAFC was based in Crouch Hill, Islington; Tower 

House  in Warltersville Road was a former Nursing Home acquired in 1927 by Pastor 

James Brooke, the founder of the UAFC, some 5 years after his return from South 

Africa where, together with Pastor George Hitchcock, he had inaugurated the 

Mission work which was to be the foundation of the UAFC in Africa. Adjacent to 

Tower House was a plot of land on which James Brooke commissioned the building 

of Tower Hall.                           

From 1927 to 1970, Tower Hall, in addition to being the local assembly for around 50 

local members from the North London area, hosted twice-yearly conventions at 

Easter and in August, accommodated a Bible College, and had a printing press 

(started in 1952), the Evangel Press, which produced tracts, Christian booklets, 

magazines for other denominations, ���v�����š�Z�����Z�t�����l�o�Ç���d�������Z�]�v�P�[���Á�Z�]���Z���Á���•���•���v�š���š�}�����o�o��
UAFC Assemblies in the United Kingdom, and also, by request, to individuals in many 

parts of the world. 

Providing for all these activities,  Tower Hall was a great asset, as well as being a 

place of tremendous spiritual blessing over so many years.                            

The local Council, Islington, was undertaking a programme of slum clearance and 

comprehensive redevelopment of the surrounding area in the 193�ì�[�•�U�����v�����š�Œ�]�������š�}��
compulsorily purchase the property with an inadequate amount of compensation. 

Pastor James Brooke, with assistance from a leading barrister, managed to thwart 

the attempted purchase.  

            

 

14.  In 1938 Percy Brooke married Kathleen Squire who, as mentioned above,      

along with her brother Durban, attended the Hornsey Tabernacle in Wightman Road 

in its early days.  Percy Brooke was Pastor at Tower Hall as well as General Overseer 

�}�(���š�Z�����h���&���U�����v���������µ�Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����í�õ�ò�ì�[�•���Z�������������v���o�}�}�l�]�v�P���(�}r larger premises. He was the 

owner of both Tower House and Hall. �/�v���š�Z�����o���š�����í�õ�ò�ì�[�•�U���Á�]�š�Z���u�µ���Z���}�(���š�Z�������Œ������
surrounding Tower House and Hall being scheduled for construction of new 

apartment blocks, he approached Islington Council, and this time the Council was 

prepared to pay a reasonable market price for Tower Hall and House, and its 

grounds.  

 

When the now�tempty church in Wightman Road came up for sale in 1969, Percy 

Brooke spoke to Durban (who had moved to Switzerland), on one of his return visits 



to the area in 1969. Durban went to see the old Tabernacle building and found it was 

vacant and unused. He was able to contact the Secretary of the former Tabernacle, 

and meet him, and with Percy Brooke negotiations commenced for its purchase (it 

was also being sought by local builders for demolition and construction of a block of 

flats!).  

The acquisition of the Church, and the building of Church Court on the Raleigh Road 

frontage and the Church Hall, with new Printing Press facilities below it, was made 

possible (a) by Percy Brooke donating the receipts from the sale of Tower House and 

Hall, and (b) by a generous financial contribution from Durban Squire. Without their 

sacrificial giving the Gospel Centre would simply not be where it now is. 

 

15.  Percy Brooke enlisted local architects Gerald Murphy and Partners to draw up        

plans and apply, in February 1970,  for planning permission for two important  

�������]�š�]�}�v�•���š�}���š�Z�������Z�µ�Œ���Z�����•���]�š���•�š�}�}�������š���š�Z�������v�����}�(���š�Z�����í�õ�ò�ì�[s. Firstly, a block of four 

flats (two one-bed; and two 3-bed), to be known as Church Court, and to be 

occupied mostly by people either attending or working for the Church.; with one of 

the flats for Pastor and Mrs. Brooke (and subsequently occupied by succeeding 

pastors). Secondly, a two storey extension on the Wightman Road frontage (this on a 

site which had been a burned out building and yard and had to be purchased 

separately), to accommodate the Evangel Press on the ground level, and a Youth 

Club Hall at first floor; for many years this was called the Youth Hall but was used by 

all sections of the Church; now it is the offices of Transform House. The planning 

permission   was granted in the summer of 1970. The sale of the church from the 

Church of Christ Trustees to the United Apostolic Faith Church was approved by the 

Charity Commissioners in July 1970, and work on the printing press and Youth Hall 

extensions commenced, and was completed in mid- 1971. The Church Court flats 

were finished in 1972. Pastor and Mrs. Brooke, and Eileen Evans (who worked in the 

Evangel Press), and Keith and Shirley Welton, were  the first occupants of the new 

flats in Church Court.         

            

16.   The old church was in a somewhat dilapidated condition and several church members 

and others (including Keith Welton and Kingsley Gardiner) did much voluntary work to 

renovate it and install more up-to-date electrics etc. The Church, now UAFC, was 

renamed the Gospel Centre, and the official opening was on  16 October 1971, and was 

attended by many UAFC Pastors and Elders, as well as by Durban Squire. Prior to that, 

the building was ready just in time for its first Gospel Centre wedding, on 21 August 

1971; the happy couple being Keith and Shirley Welton.    

                                                                     

 

 

 



17.  H�}�Œ�v�•���Ç���]�v���š�Z�����í�õ�ó�ì�[�•�X 

�d�Z�����Z�>���������Œ�[���Œ�}�����•�U�����v�����u�µ���Z���}�(���t�]�P�Z�š�u���v���Z�}�����U���Á�}�µ�o�����•�µ�‰���Œ�(�]���]���o�o�Ç�����Z���À�����o�}�}�l������
rather similar in 1970 to how they looked in 1910; row upon row of two and three 

storey terraced houses, back gardens around 50 feet long. There were four single 

�•�š�}�Œ���Ç���Z�‰�Œ���(�����•�[�������(���Á�����o�}���l�•�����o�}�v�P���t�]�P�Z�š�u���v���Z�}�����U�����š���&���]�Œ�(���Æ���Z�}�����U���Á�Z�]���Z���Z�������������v��
put there after the war, possibly on a bombed site. One of the residents used to 

come to the Gospel Centre. On the opposite side of Wightman Road were some new 

blocks of flats at Denmark Close, and one tower block, Dylan Thomas House, 15 

stories high.  

The biggest change would have been the traffic; the Ladder roads were becoming 

clogged with parked cars, and Wightman Road carried a volume of through traffic 

between Wood Green and Finsbury Park.  The other changes would have included 

�š�Z�������u�}�µ�v�š���}�(�����}�v�À���Œ�•�]�}�v���}�(���Z�}�µ�•���•���]�v�š�}���(�o���š�•���]�v���š�Z�����Z�>���������Œ�[���Œ�}�����•�U���Á���o�o���µ�v�����Œ���Á���Ç��
by the late sixties, and the changing make-up of the population, with a steady influx 

of both Greek and Turkish Cypriot families into the roads off of Green Lanes.   

 

D. �d�,�����'�K�^�W���>�������E�d�Z�����/�E���d�,�����í�õ�ó�ì�[�•�X 

 

18.  Transition; helped by a MiniBus! 

The transition from Tower Hall to the Gospel Centre was a tremendous change for 

Pastor and Mrs. Brooke, but the larger church premises and new printing press 

opened up new opportunities. A lot of the congregation lived in the Crouch End area, 

closer to Tower Hall than to Wightman Road, but most made the transition to the 

new location; some came by car, others walked, and for some it was a new mini-bus 

which made attendance at Sunday service still possible. The bright blue      

12-�•�����š���Œ���u�]�v�]���µ�•���Á�]�š�Z���Z�'�}�•�‰���o�������v�š�Œ���[�������À���Œ�š�]�•���������o�����Œ�o�Ç���}�v���]�š�•���•�]�������‰���v���o�•���Á���•���‹�µ�]�š����
a feature on the streets of Hornsey, and enabled many of the older members to still 

attend on a Sunday or for the Ladies Fellowship.  

Regular drivers on the rota included Flora Sharman, Shirley and Keith Welton, 

Kingsley Gardiner, Tony Mason; the route gradually extended to pick up in 

Tottenham as the numbers attending the Church increased. The high petrol 

consumption, and low top speed, of the mini-bus, were a regular item of discussion 

at monthly Presbytery meetings. 

The Gospel Centre did not just rely on transporting people from the Crouch End 

area, however; it was aware that it needed to maintain contact with the residents 

from the immediate area, and there was for several years a systematic programme 

of door-to door contact of the nearby roads, with door-knocking and distribution of 

�š�Z�����u�}�v�š�Z�o�Ç���Z���Z���o�o���v�P���[���v���Á�•�‰���‰���Œ���Á�Z�]ch contained testimonies and simple articles 

designed to bring the Christian message.  

 

 



19.  The Press. 

Evangel Press had begun in the basement area at Tower Hall, underneath the main 

worship area, in 1952 with Percy Brooke as Editor, Robert Boag (Pastor of the 

Croydon Assembly) as Office manager, Frank Sharman as Printer, and Eileen Evans 

assisting on the collating of work. When the Press found its new and larger premises 

at the Gospel Centre, they were joined by  Sam Hones  Tim Mason, and Des Nicholas. 

Les Todd and his wife Betty (at the time worshipping at the Croydon Assembly) also 

worked there. 

The main publications included the Weekly Teaching (later replaced by the monthly    

Pentecostal Times), a variety of tracts and leaflets, the Flame Magazine (14,000 per 

month), Redemption Tidings (8,000 per week), calendars, and small booklets; the 

Christian  Witness course material developed by Billy Richards of Slough Tabernacle, 

for instance. In addition to his other responsibilities Pastor Brooke was the author of

the Weekly Teaching articles and devoted much time to writing many of the articles 

in the Pentecostal Times.         

The machinery included two Linotype type setters, two Heidelbergs (one cylinder 

press, later one litho machine), cameras and plate-makers in a dark room, collating 

and stitching machinery; eventually some typesetting was done on an IBM Golfball 

machine which cost £8,000.         

As well as being a source of employment for at least 6 people, the Press was a 

valuable resource for the UAFC and the wider Christian network, as well as for the 

Gospel Centre, since it enabled the quick publication and sending out of sound Bible 

teaching and evangelistic material. It also meant that the Gospel Centre premises 

was a hive of activity during the day rather than just being a Sundays only place of 

worship.           

20.  Worship and Ministry. 

�/�(�����v�Ç���}�(���š�}�����Ç�[�•���Á�}�Œ�•�Z�]�‰�‰���Œ�•�����š����  Gospel Centre service were able to step back 

�v�����Œ�o�Ç���ð�ì���Ç�����Œ�•���š�}�������•���Œ�À�]�������]�v���š�Z���������Œ�o�Ç���í�õ�ó�ì�[�•�U���š�Z���Ç���Á�}�µ�o�����v�}�š�]���������]�P�����]�(�(���Œ���v�����•�X��
Instead of guitars, bass and drums, there was an electronic organ �t sometimes with 

a piano played as well. There was no sound desk, and no projection of words on to a 

screen; everyone had the familiar red-covered Redemption Hymnal, with a choice of 

700 hymns; occasionally supplemented by the yellow Elim Chorus book. 

Usually the preacher also led the whole service, including the singing; there was a 

single microphone, which did not always work too well (no change there!), but the 

preachers had such strong voices (and, to be fair, the congregations were not as 

large as today) that microphones were not quite so essential. 

There was a Sunday evening as well as a morning service; services would usually 

comprise four hymns, a couple of readings, times of prayer, and quite often a

prophetic word or interpretation of tongues, and singing in the Spirit; choruses 

would be sung before the start of the evening service, and often someone in the 



congregation would start up a chorus or a hymn as the Spirit led them, which the 

organist and congregation would just pick up. 

Generally Pastor Percy Brooke took most of the services, preaching both morning 

and evening, but Godfrey Davis and Frank Sharman, and sometimes Will Mason, also 

spoke, and there were visiting preachers from other UAFC assemblies (e.g Robert 

Boag from Croydon or Brian Long from Horsham), and occasionally from South 

Africa. It was rare for there to be visiting preachers from elsewhere in Haringey.  

�K�v�����}�š�Z���Œ�����]�(�(���Œ���v�����������š�Á�����v���š�Z�����í�õ�ó�ì�[�•�����v�����š�}�����Ç�V���]�v���í�õ�ó�ì�[�•�U���•��rvices started on 

time and the congregation was there at the start!  

     

21.   Youth Camps. 

The �'�}�•�‰���o�������v�š�Œ�����}�Œ�P���v�]�•�����������•���Œ�]���•���}�(���z�}�µ�š�Z�������u�‰�•���•�š���Œ�š�]�v�P���]�v���š�Z�����í�õ�ó�ì�[�•, with  

Tony and Tim Mason playing key roles but supported by a team of other helpers. 

Other UAFC assemblies sent some of their youth groups and leaders; Horsforth for 

example regularly sent a contingent, with Pastors such as John Finlay and Paul Clamp 

from Horsforth acting as camp Padres. These were times of great blessing, with 

many teenagers coming to know Christ some being filled with the Holy Spirit; others 

gained valuable experience of leading worship or speaking. Some had encounters 

with the Lord at youth camps which made a real difference to their subsequent walk 

with the Lord. 

              

22. The U.A.F.C. 

Pastor Percy Brooke was the General Overseer of the UK assemblies of the United 

Apostolic Faith Church, and the Gospel Centre was and is regarded as the 

Headquarters Church.  

General Church Councils were held annually at the Gospel Centre, to which Pastors 

and Elders from assemblies at Croydon, Horsham, Newbury, Plympton, Trowbridge, 

Horsforth (Leeds). Rainhill (Liverpool), Bournemouth, Eastbourne and other towns 

would come. 

Annual Conventions were held usually at Whitsun, in Bournemouth 

E. �d�,�����ô�ì�[�•�����E�����õ�ì�[�•�X

23.  Pastor Kriel;   Bible College; Church-planting.      

As Pastor Percy Brooke was advancing in years, it was felt right that opportunity 

should be given for a successor to take over the pastoring of the Gospel Centre.  

Pastor Pierre Kriel, with his wife Jean, had been pastor at Vereeniging  

(Johannesburg) in South Africa.  He had also lectured at the Bethel Bible College.   



 

He became Pastor at the Gospel Centre in 1977.  Jean was a great support to his 

ministry, and she used to play the organ in the Sunday services. As well as his faithful 

ministry Sunday by Sunday, and in weekly Bible studies at the Gospel Centre, Pierre 

Kriel started a Bible College and had four full-time students �tBrian Lally,  Jim 

Masters, Ray Darwin, and Jeremy  Childs.   

He was also keen on church-planting, and started an assembly at Old Catton Norwich 

which ran for several years.  In 1982 he and Jean felt the Lord calling them to the 

United States to take over leadership of a church at Jacksonville, Texas. 

 

24.  Pastor Godfrey Davis.          

Godfrey had been �����•�š�µ�����v�š�����š���š�Z�����d�}�Á���Œ���,���o�o�����]���o�������}�o�o���P�����]�v���š�Z�����í�õ�ñ�ì�[�•�U�����v�� Pastor 

of the UAFC Assembly at Eastbourne, and later  at Horsforth, Leeds, before returning 

to London. He worked at the Post Office in Crouch End, but was quite a regular 

�‰�Œ�������Z���Œ�����š���š�Z�����'�}�•�‰���o�������v�š�Œ�������v�����}�š�Z���Œ���h���&�������•�•���u���o�]���•���]�v���š�Z�����í�õ�ó�ì�[�•�X�����(�š���Œ���W�]���Œ�Œ����
Kriel went to America, with Percy Brooke not being well enough to take over the 

reins again completely at the Gospel Centre, Godfrey Davis, having just retired from 

the Post Office, and having covenanted with the Lord to give five years of service to 

the Church, did just that by taking on the full-time pastorate of the Gospel Centre, 

from 1984 to 1989. As well as a fine and encouraging preaching ministry, and faithful 

and regular pastoral visitation particularly of those who were sick or too elderly to 

make it to Sunday worship services, Godfrey brought leadership to the Gospel 

Centre in an important transition period, and paved the way for later ministry of 

Brendan Munro and others. 

   

25.     Frank Sharman; and others. 

�&�Œ���v�l���•���Œ�À�������v�}�š���}�v�o�Ç�����•�������Á�}�Œ�l���Œ���]�v���š�Z�����W�Œ�]�v�š�]�v�P���W�Œ���•�•���•�]�v�������š�Z�����í�õ�ñ�ì�[�•�U�����µ�š�����o�•�}�����•��
an Elder �(�}�Œ���u�}�•�š���}�(���š�Z���š���š�]�u���U�����v�����‰���Œ�š�]���µ�o���Œ�o�Ç���]�v���š�Z�����í�õ�ô�ì�[�•�����v�����í�õ�õ�ì�[�•���Á���•�������Œ���P�µ�o���Œ��
and much-loved preacher at the Gospel Centre and at other assemblies.  Together 

with Flora he was the S�µ�v�����Ç���^���Z�}�}�o���•�µ�‰���Œ�]�v�š���v�����v�š�����µ�Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����ó�ì�[�•�����v�����ô�ì�[�•�U�����v����
thereafter they had a special ministry to the Monday Fellowship and in visitation of 

the senior members of the c�Z�µ�Œ���Z�X���&�Œ���v�l�[�• deep knowledge of the Scripture, his wise 

guidance, his unique sense of humour, and his prayerfulness, meant that his ministry 

was a source of inspiration to hundreds over his many years of faithful service at the 

Tower Hall and the Gospel Centre.  

   

    Others who have served faithfully over the period since 1971 include Will and Esther  

 Mason, Eileen Evans, Sid Puddy, Jennie Bruce, and Tony and Tim Mason. 

 

 

 



        26.   Pastor Brendan Munro.                   

Brendan Munro grew up in West Ham, in East London, and after training as a 

journalist went to Zimbabwe in 1980. Not long after his arrival there he made a 

decision to follow Christ, entered the Bethel Bible College in Johannesburg, and took 

a pastorate there before returning to England, with his wife Marianne and two 

daughters, in 1989, to become Pastor of the Gospel Centre as Godfrey Davis retired. 

            

�/�v���š�Z�����í�õ�õ�ì�[�•�U���š�Z�����'�}�•�‰���o�������v�š�Œ�����•�š�������]�o�Ç���Prew in numbers, from 70-80 to over 100-

120, and also in the range of its activities, including;- 

 Setting up of a Monday night Bible College for church members. 

 Buttercups PlayGroup and nursery in the Youth Hall. 

�d�Z�����Z�Z�������Z�]�v�P���h�‰�U���Z�������Z�]�v�P���K�µ�š�[���s�]�•�]�}�v�X 

The large Poster Boards on the Wightman Road frontage, with eye-catching 

and sometimes provocative messages and slogans.     

 Holding services open-air on Ducketts Common for two or three summers 

 Visits by speakers with a prophetic message, e.g. Dennis De Grasse. 

 �d�Z�����Z�^�]�•�š���Œ�•-in-���Z�Œ�]�•�š�[ events and care programme for women. 

A two-service format on a Sunday morning for two years, until the churches 

seating capacity was increased. 

�D�}�À���•���š�}�Á���Œ���•�������Z�����o�o-�����•�����[�����Z�µ�Œ���Z�X 

 

This period also saw changes to the style and make-up of the Sunday morning 

worship music groups. This change had commenced under Pastor Kriel, with the 

introduction of drums and guitars into the evening meeting worship, and the use of 

�Z�^���Œ�]�‰�š�µ�Œ�����]�v���^�}�v�P�[���u�µ�•�]���V�����µ�š���(�Œ�}�u���í�õ�õ�ì���}�v�Á���Œ���•���š�Z�]�•�����}�v�•�]�����Œ�����o�Ç�����Æ�‰���v��������to use 

a great variety of new worship songs, and establishment of different worship groups 

with combinations of guitars, drums, bass and keyboard as well as occasionally 

violin, to give a range of worship options.       

      

Keith Rudman, together with his wife Julie, became Assistant Pastor from Jan 1999 

for a couple of years till the end of 2000; he had also assisted as Pastor in the mid 

�í�õ�õ�ì�[�•�U�����v�����Á���•�����o�•�}�����������š�Z���o�����]���o�������}�o�o���P�����P�Œ�����µ���š�������v�������}�v�š���u�‰�}�Œ���Œ�Ç���}�(�����Œ���v�����v��
Munro and Graeme Hotter.  

 

Involvement with other churches within Haringey was a major feature of this period, 

and continued since, as covered in the following paragraph. 

 

     27.  Beyond the Church Doors. 

The Gospel Centre, as the Headquarters church of the UAFC Pentecostal 

denomination within the UK, was conscious of the need to remain faithful to the 



New Testament truths, in particular the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit in the 

life of the believer and the church, which had been so significant at its foundation. 

However, this had not prevented its involvement with the wider church fellowship, 

particularly in outreach and evangelistic ventures. These had included:- 

Billy Graham Crusade at Harringay in 1954 (where Pastor Percy Brooke was on a 

Board of Reference). 

British Pentecostal Fellowship, and World Pentecostal Congress (1972?) 

�d�Z�����^���}�u�����d�}�P���š�Z���Œ�_ ���À���v�š�•���]�v�������Œ�o�Ç���í�õ�ó�ì�[�•�X      

�D���Œ���Z���(�}�Œ���:���•�µ�•���]�v���í�õ�ô�ì�[�•���~�'�Œ���Z���u���<���v���Œ�]���l�•�U�����v�����o���š���Œ���>�}�����o���D���Œ���Z���•�X   

Luis Palau Crusade of 1988 at Highbury. 

�������^�]�o�À�}�•�}�����v�������]�š�Ç���Z�������Z���Œ�•���]�v���í�õ�õ�ì�[�•�X
JIM (Jesus In Me) 

On  the Move (Outreach Barbeques).       

Soul Survivor; practical projects on the Campsbourne Estate.    

���Œ�}�����Á���š���Œ���&���Œ�u�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���W�o���v�š�V���:�}�]�v�š���Á�]�š�Z���^�š�X�����v�v�[�•���d�}�š�š���v�Z���u�X

All of these involved working together with like-minded churches in North London; 

Most of them deepened the faith and witness of individual Gospel Centre members; 

and some led to new converts joining the Gospel Centre. 

Under the Leadership of Brendan Munro, who was one of the founders of  Pray 

Haringey which seeks to unite the many churches in Haringey to pray for the  needs 

of the Borough, Gospel Centre members have taken part in many events, e.g at 

Alexandra Palace and New River Stadium, involving prayer and reconciliation 

between the churches; and  hosted Prayer Meetings and services for the Police. 

�~�•�������u�}�Œ�����µ�v�����Œ���Z���µ�Œ�Œ���v�š�������š�]�À�]�š�]���•�[�•�X      

        

28. Relations with Africa. 
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29. Changes to the Church Building since 1971.   

There were few �u���i�}�Œ�����Z���v�P���•���µ�v�š�]�o���š�Z�����o���š�����í�õ�ô�ì�[�•�U��(apart from the removal of the 

dome). After the closure of the Evangel Press in 1987, the Press area was subdivided 

into a number of small commercial units used by members of the church. Eventually 

this ground floor area was cleared and converted back into a church hall, and where 

the ladies toilets used to be became the present kitchen, and the old kitchen 

became the ladies toilets.  

There was quite a large-scale internal redecoration in  1994 (assisted by the    

donation of free emulsion paint!), and then, in the late nineties in order to 

accommodate a steadily-growing congregation, the single-�•�š�}�Œ���Ç���Z�Á�]�v�P�[���}�(���š�Z����
church fronting Raleigh Road, which had originally been used as a Vestry (i.e. for 

prayer and counselling before and after services, and counting collection money), 

and then as a crèche, had its dividing wall knocked down and was incorporated 

within the main church to give another 30 seats.      

In addition, the dark wooden panelling which lined the interior of the church          

was removed, the walls plastered and painted; a corridor was run through the 

former class-room to enable access from the church to the kitchen and toilets 

without interrupting any classes which might be taking place, and a separate room 

formed there which is used as a crèche or for small group meetings and teaching  

etc.            

The renovations were completed by provision of carpeting; comfortable chairs; 

 new lighting; and a projector. 

An important change to the appearance of the church was the building of a new 

entrance foyer in 2004. �d�Z�]�•���]�•���•���š���Á�]�š�Z�]�v���š�Z�������v�P�o�����}�(���š�Z�����š�Á�}���•�]�v�P�o�����•�š�}�Œ���Ç���Z�Á�]�v�P�•�[���}�v��
�t�]�P�Z�š�u���v�����v�����Z���o���]�P�Z���Z�}�����•�U�����v�����]�•�������o�]�P�Z�š�U���o���Œ�P���o�Ç���P�o���Ì�����U���Z���}�v�•���Œ�À���š�}�Œ�Ç�[���•�š�Ç�o����
extension which nevertheless blends in well with the old building but presents a 

much more open face to the world, as well as forming a valuable meeting point and 

place for the Welcome Team to greet people.       

      

F. 2000 ONWARDS. 

30.  Changes around Wightman Road since 1971. 

�>�]�š�š�o�����Z���•�����Z���v�P�������]�v���š�Z�����Z�>���������Œ�[���Œ�}�����•�U�����µ�š���š�Z���Ç�����Œ�����v�}�Á���u�}�•�š�o�Ç���Z�}�v��-�Á���Ç�[���Œ�}������
with speed humps.  

The former St. Peters C of E Church, about 200 yards south of the Gospel Centre on 

�t�]�P�Z�š�u���v���Z�}�����U���Z���•���v�}�Á���������}�u���������o���Œ�P�����'�Œ�����l���K�Œ�š�Z�}���}�Æ�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���~�^�š�X�:�}�Z�v�[�•�•�X
The petrol filling station immediately adjacent to the church, on Wightman Road, 

was replaced by four-storey flats in 2003. The Gospel Centre gained a few feet and a 

slightly wider side access road as a result of straightening out the boundary. 



Opposite, Denmark Close has seen a few changes. The 15-storey Dylan Thomas 

House was demolished and replaced by lower-rise houses and maisonettes; 

Denmark Close houses were improved and now have pitched roofs, and the 

���}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�������v�š�Œ�����]�u�u�����]���š���o�Ç���}�‰�‰�}�•�]�š�����]�•���v�}�Á�������'�Œ�����l���t�}�u���v�[�•�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç��
Centre and also has a playgroup. 

The biggest change is the building  of a large mosque opposite, on land which was 

formerly occupied by a small Jewish synagogue. This was opened in June 2002. The 

mosque particularly serves Islamic believers from Guyana, although not exclusively 

so.            

A little further afield, there is a large development of over 600 new flats at New River 

Village, formerly part of Hornsey Water Works.                   

           

31.  Pastor Graeme Hotter. 

Graeme and Bernice Hotter, and their sons Adrian and Sean, from North Island New 

Zealand, were at the Gospel Centre throughout 2001 and from May 2003 to June 

2007. Graeme was a student of Bethel Bible College in South Africa, where he was 

contemporary with Brendan Munro; and he had pastored churches in South Africa 

and New Zealand before  hearing the call to come to London. Originally an artist by 

profession, he was noted for his cartoons (as well as landscape paintings) and  his 

sense of humour.  

Not one to wear a suit and tie, his sometimes casual dress code belied the 

seriousness and sincerity of his messages, which were delivered in a manner that 

was both encouraging and challenging. As well as being a good worship leader , he 

had a strong prophetic ministry and effective one �tto- one ministry. 

He and Bernice returned to New Zealand and he pastors a Church in Eltham, in North 

Island. 

             

32.  Pastor Peter Jenkins. 

Peter has been Pastor since October 2007, and along with Vivian has built up a 

strong teaching and pastoral ministry in the Gospel Centre with the aim of training 

and nurturing the next generation of church workers and leaders. They combine this 

role with continued Leadership of UAFC within central Africa, where Peter is 

General Overseer of the Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Congo region of the UAFC, and 

both have a continuing role with the Midlands Christian School and Training College. 

This means that they spend approximately three-quarters of the year in London, 

and  three months in Africa.   

Among activities initiated by Peter and Vivian, �}�v���������v���]�v���o�µ�������u�}�v�š�Z�o�Ç���D���v�[�•��
���Œ�����l�(���•�š�•�U���u���v�[�•���‰�Œ���Ç���Œ���u�����š�]�v�P�•�U���>�����]���•�����]���o�����•�š�µ���]���•�����v�����•�‰�����]���o���•���u�]�v���Œ�•���(�}�Œ��
women which have attracted ladies from outside as well as within the Gospel 

Centre; all have resulted in a greater appreciation of the importance and the 

blessing flowing from regular and focussed study of the Word of God. 



33.  The current position. 

�&�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����í�õ�ó�ì�[�•���}�v�Á���Œ�����š�Z�����u���l��-up of the typical Sunday morning attendance has 

reflected the wider composition of the community within and around Haringey, in 

terms of the diversity of ethnic background. For so long has the Gospel Centre been 

�Á�Z���š���]�•���‰�}�‰�µ�o���Œ�o�Ç�������o�o�������Z�u�µ�o�š�]-���š�Z�v�]���[���š�Z���š���]�š���]�•�����o�u�}�•�š���š���l���v���(�}�Œ���P�Œ���v�š�����U�����v�����v�}�š�����v��
important issue. Yet it is important; as it reflects the worldwi�������v���š�µ�Œ�����}�(���'�}���[�•��
church in the 20th and 21st centuries, that the Gospel Centre is enriched with 

Christians who have come from the four corners of the (admittedly circular) globe, 

and that in turn people from the Gospel Centre have been able to forge linkages to 

Christian work in other countries, particularly sub-Saharan Africa. And that we are 

part of a world �twide church, wherein up to 2 billion count themselves as followers 

of Jesus Christ! 

In recent years  Gospel Centre members have become involved in various projects 

which intend to bring blessing within the community outside of the four walls of the 

church; for example, English classes for those whose mother language is not English, 

CAP training and advice courses to help people manage their finances, Choices 

pregnancy counselling, Changes Christian counselling, the Haringey Winter Night 

Shelter project; Power Clubs and Bang-the-Drum events for children. Some of these 

involve working with other churches within the Borough, but all stem from vision 

given to individuals within the Gospel Centre to initiate these means of service for 

others. 

The church premises are used on a Sunday afternoon by an Eritrean Church, who 

hold services in their own language.  

The regular weekly programme of activities includes Kids Church on a Sunday 

morning, Monday afternoon fellowship for Senior Citizens, Life Groups which for the 

most part meet in various houses on Tuesdays or Thursdays, the Ladies Bible study, 

prayer groups at different times at the Church, and a Youth Group which meets on a 

Friday as well as having special events from time to time. 

Apart from numerous volunteer workers, there are both full-time and part time 

�^�•�š���(�(�_���Œ���v�P�]�v�P���(�Œ�}�u�����o�����v�]�v�P�����v�����u���]�v�š���v���v�����U�������u�]�v�]�•�š�Œ���š�]�}�v�U���‰���•�š�}�Œ���o�������Œ�������v����
counselling, to Pastor and Youth Pastor. 

 

34.  Vision. 

The desire and prayer of the Gospel Centre for the future is to serve and support 

those who are already part of the family of God within the Gospel Centre. The aim is 

to see this family steadily increase in numbers, and to see them growing in the 

�l�v�}�Á�o�����P�������v�������Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�������}�(���'�}���[�•���o�}�À�����]�v���š�Z���]�Œ���o�]�À���•�U���•�}���š�Z���š���š�Z�]�•�������v���������•�Z���Œ�������Á�]�š�Z��
those as yet outside of  the kingdom of God.  In particular we wish to see the 

continued blessing of individuals in the use of the Gifts of the Spirit, the releasing of 

potential among the Youth especially in conjunction with other fellowships within 

�,���Œ�À���•�š�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç���E���š�Á�}�Œ�l�U�����v�����š�Z�����P�Œ�}�Á�š�Z���}�(�����À���Œ�Ç�}�v���[�•���l�v�}�Á�o�����P�����}�(��the 



Scripture and its effective application in their daily life and witness. Thus equipped 

and disciple, we want �š�}�����}�v�š�]�v�µ�������•�������Á�]�š�v���•�•���š�}���'�}���[�•���P�Œ���������U���Á�]�š�Z�]�v���š�Z�����o�}�����o��
community, and in fellowship with like-minded fellowships in Haringey. 

 

35. Conclusion. 

� Ând what more should I say�X���d�]�u�����Á�}�µ�o�����(���]�o���u�����š�}���š���o�o�X�X�X�X�_���Á�Œ�}�š�����š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ���}�(���š�Z����
book of Hebrews �~���Z�X���í�í�W�ï�î�•�U�����•���Z�����Á�Œ�}�š���������}�µ�š���š�Z�����Z�,���o�o���}�(���&���]�š�Z�[�����v�������}�v�•�]�����Œ��d all 

the people and events he just did not have time to include. 

 

This account has focussed on some of the major events and the key people in the 

life of the Hornsey Tabernacle and the Gospel Centre; but the most important 

stories are those of lives that have been changed, of lives committed to Christ,  

people experiencing healing of body and mind, experiencing forgiveness, seeing 

answers to prayer, of people forming friendships with others because they have 

discovered that they themselves are friends of God. 

 

Testimonies of what has happened both within the walls of the building and outside 

the walls when people are witnessing for Christ in their families, their workplaces, 

schools and neighbourhoods, would fill dozens of books of remembrance. 

 

The Gospel Centre has been wonderfully blessed in that all our Pastors over the past 

40 years, and their wives who have worked tirelessly in their support, have been 

faithful servants of God, examples of integrity and uprightness, a source of 

encouragement to the congregation, and have shared the Father heart of God with 

the church. To them all we owe a huge debt of gratitude. 

Percy Brooke 

Pierre Kriel 

Godfrey Davis 

Brendan Munro 

Keith Rudman 

Graeme Hotter 

Peter Jenkins 

  

Above all we thank God for His faithfulness to His people in Hornsey for over 100 

years, and for His promise that He will continue to build His Church for His Glory. 

 

 

 

Paul Tomkins;    April 2011;   (with thanks expressed to Lester Amann, Elizabeth 
Chudley, and Tim Mason for information given).  
 



 

 

 


